
 

 

 

Paris, 25 March 2020 

Via e-mail 

 

 

Dear Presidents, 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in accordance with recommendations of public 

health authorities, the Institute of Architects of Brazil (IAB), the UIA and the 

UIA2020RIO Executive Committee have postponed the 27th World Congress of 

Architects by one year, to 18-22 July 2021. In solidarity with our Brazilian colleagues, 

the UIA Council has agreed unanimously to hold the next UIA General Assembly from 

22-25 July 2021, immediately after the Rio de Janeiro Congress. 

 

With postponement of the UIA General Assembly, the timelines for elections will be 

extended correspondingly.  The new deadline for nominations is 25 March 2021. 

Nominations received to date are no longer valid, and the UIA Secretariat will send 

correspondence periodically to all UIA Member Sections, reminding them and all 

candidates for positions in the next term to file nominations in accordance with this new 

timeline. 

 

Furthermore, as is stipulated by Article 7.5 of the UIA Statutes and Bylaws, “If the 

Assembly is postponed for any reason, the Council most recently elected shall remain in 

office until the Assembly next meets.” Because the next General Assembly will be held at 

in July 2021, the current Bureau and Council will continue until then.  

 

The UIA Secretariat will be in contact with Commissions, Work Programmes and 

Member Sections regarding the awards, prizes, exhibitions and seminars, and providing 

new dates for nominations to receive the UIA Gold Medal and Prizes.  

  

This global health crisis has disrupted many plans, as well as causing tragic misfortune 

and loss.  Let us approach the implications and our recovery with compassion and unity.  

We wish to express the profound hope that your families, friends and colleagues all 

around the world remain in good health, facing these challenges in a spirit of community 

and resilience. 

 

Looking forward to welcoming the world to UIA2021RIO in July 2021. 

 

 

   
Thomas Vonier,      Şerban Ţigănaş,  

President      Secretary General   

 

 


